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Limted States Senate

LN

June 18, 2014

Ms. Laura Vaught

Associate Admnistrator for Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations
Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW Room 3426 Am

Washington, DC 20460-0001

Dear Ms. Vaught:

Enclosed, please find a copy of the correspondence Senator Boxer received from Ms. Jennifer
deNicola regarding the Environmental Protection Agency’s enforcement of the Toxic Substances Contral
Act at schools in the Santa Monica Malibu Unified School District.

I am forwarding the attached for your review and consideration. Any information you can provide i
response 1o the concemns expressed by Ms. deNicola will be most appreciated.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. Please respond to Senator Boxer's Oakland office,
atiention: Madeline Peare. s

w11 José Vizeaino
Director of Constituent Serua€s

ElV:mp
Enclosure
ce: Ms, Jennifer deNicola
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From: Beth Luzas, Malibu Urfites

To: Senator Barbara Baxet’s Oakland and LA Offices

i

Qakland fax number: 202«i2q3~6866
LA fax number; 20:-224-0357

Re: Attached Letter to Senatar Barbara Boxer, Regarding Urgent Need for her assistance
with the FM%%@?&BW‘ ding Careinogens {PCBS) at the Malibu High School

Campus.

Plaase provide this letter to Se;‘nator Boxer and any members of her staff who can help with this
really terrible contaminatian k%sue that is putting cur children, teachers and staff at risk. we
have lost almost 10 montis with fittle to no progress and TSCA law violations, so time is of the
essence, and we have an EP A r@p*asen tative visiting our school an lune 20 — see the attached
for more details. We urgent!y need the Senator’s help as per the attached letter. Thank you so
much for vour help and pra mpt attention to this urgent and time-critical matter,

4 pages to follow.

Please contact Beth Lucas &t 310-456-6151 to confirm receipt.  (Piease note leanifer DeNicols,
Malibu Unites Presidantis ﬂhe primary contact and 3ll of her contact info s included at the end
of the attached letter.)

E e

Thank you!

< 7, |
/‘/.> /% // ~o e O

\ ok S
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Monday, June §, 2014

From: lennifer deNicola, President, Malibu Unites

To: Senator Barbara |Boxer

Re: Urgent Request fo: Your Assistance to Direct the EPA to Enforce TSCA
Regording the ('t:vrt'Inogenic Contomination ot Malibu High Schooi, Moiibu
Middle School and Juan Cobrillo Flementary School

Change.org Petﬁlo‘n Tops 1200 Signatures — We Need Your Help!
Dear Honorable SenatoH Barbara Boxer,

This is an urgent followcup)to our letter to you dated April 29, 2014, Attached is a
patition asking for your|astistance to direct the EPA to test for and remove PCBs from
schools. |

This letter requests the foljowing:

2. Please direct Immeliate removal of all PCB Sources that violate TSCA’s S0ppm
threshold at Maliby High School ,
3. Please direct all sctiaols to use precautionary principals to protect student and
teacher health
4. Please urge Malibu|High School to remove students from any room or building
that has violate TE CA until full testing and remediation has taken place
5. Please sponsor :a ibu Unites” “Parents Right to Know Law.” Parents have a right
to know what t xiic nts have been discovered at thelr children’s school. This law
will gxpand on ‘ci :E’:remise of Prap 65, which excludes public schools/buildings.
{
Intro; , }
As you are awa re!; alibu High School, Malibu Middle School and luan Cabrillo
Elementary School have béen dealing with PCBs and pesticides at levels that presented
“an unacceptable health risk” since at least 2009 and probably much longer. Because
PCBs have been found ip window caulk in excess of S0ppm, our school is now under EPA
regulation for violation bf TSCA. We are having issues with the EPA’s method of
enforcing TSCA and reqg J;Est your swift assistance to protect our children. As a reminder:
three Malibu Middle Schoal teachers were dlagnosed with thyroid cancer within four
months of each other. fen|others at the school have thyroid disease and many children
have complained about I’Ele alth issues as well, in particular, asthma arnd migraines. The
three teachers diagnos ril with thyroid cancer currently occupy the classrooms that have
tested the highest for PL84,

| 1685

0670872014  5:57PM (GMT-0u:00)

1. Please direct thFEP A to require testing of all PCB sources
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aff moved students and teachers from buildings suspected

in Octctifr (13, the Santa Monica Maliby Unified S5chool District

of PCRs and| other toxicants. This occurred when parents and teachers
learned ha 1,100 tons of contaminated soil had been removed from the
middiz oficampus In the summer of 2011, during summer school session.

In Novemb

" 2013, a small sample of classrooms in these buildings were

testec on!y for PCBs and viclated TSCA.

In Daceriber 2013, SMMUSD to'd teachers that they should go back to

the vaca:ed
testing apd

classrooms after winter break yvet before full and complete

remediation occurred. Some teachers refused. A few wen®

back wctﬁput informing parents that their children would be back in

rooms with
It is now ur

remediation.

Recommg}r
Mananemle‘j
datatc p{ov
is sugges 'PE
Environ Envi
by SMML}S
week thi p&
properly :or
Because of
and remdve
schools, this
testing and ¢
school year |
school year.

PCBs.

e 20014, There has been no further testing and no

There is no approved plan in place to test or remove PCBs.
ations from the EPA have not been implemented for Best

t Practices [BMP) cleaning {special note: The EPA has not

e that BMP is effective in reducing PCB exposure, yet the EPA
BMP as a remediation ton!]

ronmental Corporation, the private environmental firm hired
, took three months to submit a plan to the EPA, just last

n was rejectec by the EPA because it did not address PCBs
did it address current TSCA violations.

he school district’s lack of direction to Environ 1o fully test
PCBs, and Environ’s lack of experience in handling PCBs in
process has taken six months longer tha1 expected. Now
emediation will not oocur this summer and before the next
pegins, expaosing children and staffto PCBs for yet another

This is ungcceptable and we need yvour help!

istance at Malibu High School to: .

1. Directthe EPAiD e
small sample of oo
comprehensive t a!st
not rely just on air
throughout MHS
renovated between

2. Direct the SMMLISD
comprehensively

2

s tested. We ask you direct the EPA to require full and
ng of PCB sources (caulking and other building material), and
nd wipe samples (which will not salve the PCB problem),

}:)rce TSCA Law. PCBs over 50ppm have been found in the

and Juan Cabrillo campuses In buildings constructed or

1950 and 1980,
to identify and test bullding materials swiftly and

this summer, prior ta the beginning of the next school year

{start date Aug 19, 2014) and to ensure a proper remediation plan is required

and implemented in

a timely manner.

3. 1f#2 cannot be completed before Aug 19, 2014: Relocate students and teachers

from huildings th
contamination an

at violate TSCA until full testing to determine the extent of the
d remediation has been completed. Temporary classrooms

06/09/201%  5:857PM (GMT-
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should be ordered
avoid further expos
Informing parerits

enroliment in Augu

|
Change.org Petition to l'x“er

for August for all middle school students and teachers to

sure in classrooms where the initial violstions occurred.

how of temporary classrooms will prevent a mass exodus from
st.

I

Shartly after sar%éir

Change.org petition asking

as we have noted in tha lis
in a few weaks we
supporters are from Malib

Your constituents i

the school district and ti‘-fe
being precautionary while

that they have not con u-:':

of thousands oftaxpayéf d

students, and that they o

urgently need you use you,

For your referercs,
of same of the comments,
wrenching.

Request for a meeting g),rgg

e
-

The= entire pasts

24
o

lawyers rather than testin

MHS parents and
dictrict and the EPA, wit

i
EPA and District to do w%fat

PCEs from the schools and

gls
agenda of protecting its ow
put at unnecessary risk. The

1,

nove Cancer Causing PCBs From Qur Schools

g vou our letter dated April 29, talibu Unites launched a
for your swift assistance to direct'the ZPA to enforce the law
t above.

have obtained more than 1,200 signatures, The petition
U, across the country and throughout the world.

Malibu are angry, frichtened, horrified, and in disbelief that
EPA are not putting our children’s health above 3all else, not
fixing this problem, are meoving so slowly to remedy this issue,
ed thorough testing to date, that they have spent hundreds
blfars on Tawyers to protect their liakility but not their

tinue to put our children, teachers and staff at risk. We

r elected office to help change this.

enclosed is a copy of the petition signatures and a sampling
Please take some time to read these; some of them are heart

ol year has been wasted while the district has focused on its
' lia bility while our ¢hildren, teachers and staff have been
district has spent hundreds of thousands of daflars on
[proaerly.

rmbers of Malibu Unites have tried to reason with the

tle result. We now desperately need your help to direct the

more than 1,200 people have so clearly stated: remave
votect gur children, We request an in-person meeting

nvenlence and, If possible, a conference call on or hefore
hne 20, 2014, Jared Blumenfeld, LPA Region 9
to meet with Malibu Unites and do a “toxic tour” ¢of the

with you at your earfiest cqg
June 19, 2014 because on J
Administrator, is stheddl?c
school.

are extremely busy and your time ic precious. But gur
ff's heaith is also precious. Without your urgent help and
ts of the past ten months we are doncerned that

We understand y
children’s, teachers’ and §ta
intervention, based on eyen

ou

Y €S

5:57PM (GMT-04:00)
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i
appropriate actions will g;mt otherwise be taken in a timely manner. Thisis an

opportunity to have a brodd, life-changing impact on how this PCB issue is hand'ed by
the EPA and the school district to protect our children in Malibuy, across California, and
throughout the countny.

“All Children Bufes erve a Healthy Eavironment” — U.S. EPA {website)

Please contact me to s&t up a meeting.

’“'z
Thank you for your assi ;t

=S

ance with this time sensitive, ¢ritical issue.
Respectfully Yours,

Jennifer deNicola
Malibu Unites, Presiderjt
310-848-5400 ‘
ien@malisuunites.com !
[
www. Malibuiinites.com/
Sign Our Petition to Reroye Cancer Causing PCBs from Schools http://goo.gl/sKR30F

Sotl

0670972014 5:57PM (GMT-C4:00)
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